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before Taunton on May I2th, causing the Royalists lt> withdraw. They were soon met, however, by Goring and Ilopton, under whose command the Cavaliers again took up the siege of Taunton, immuring Wclclon and his relief party close prisoners within the beleaguered walls.
In the meantime, the King had left Oxford, accompanied by Prince Rupert and <Sooo soldiers, and after taking some Puritan castles on his march, he forced the Parliamentarians to raise the siege of Chester. Retracing his inarch, the King stopped before the city of Leicester, and summoned it to surrender. Receiving a refusal, he planted his batteries and stormed the walls (May 3Oth), carrying them after a brilliant and heroic assault. This victory was a great one, as he captured 1500 prisoners and a vast store of war materials, together with much money, plate, and goods.1
While the King was winning these victories, Fairfax had sat down before Oxford, where he had been surprised by a sally in which one hundred of his men were killed. On receiving intelligence of the successful storming of Leicester the Parliament peremptorily commanded him to quit Oxford and go into the Associated Counties, where it was feared the King' would next wend his way. It was this period of disaster which evoked from the Parliament a formal authority for Cromwell, still the only Roundhead who was winning victories, to serve as Lieu-tenant-General, commanding the horse.
It was the intention of General Goring in the west; to join his forces with the King's Army, and he wrote letters to Charles dissuading him from risking a battle until this junction could be effected. But the Parliament; intercepted these letters and their wise counsel was lost to the ill-fated Sovereign, who was widening the distance every day between himself and Goring by pursuing his march northward towards Pontefraet Castle.
The Scottish Army was still in the far north. Its Presbyterian generals had perceived with much disfavour the establishment of Independent ascendency in the New-Model Army of
1 Kushworth, vol. vi,, p. 35.